
WHEN BETTING SPACES
BECOME ACCESS POINTS

HOW ACCESS HAPPENS

RED FLAGS TO WATCH FOR WHAT YOU CAN DO

What starts as sports picks, betting advice, or a private chat
can quickly become secrecy, pressure, and influence.

BELONGING IS THE HOOK.
Teens are drawn in by community, acceptance, and feeling
included.

TIPS, PERKS, AND ACCESS
“Free tips,” insider picks, or perks can build trust

PRIVATE CHATS CREATE SECRECY
Moving to private apps lowers visibility and increases pressure

MANIPULATION GETS EASIER
Once secrecy feels normal, influence becomes control

An older online contact
offering tips, wins, or access

Know the apps, games, and
chats your teen uses

Pressure to move
conversations from one app
to another

Keep conversations open and
ongoing

“Keep this between us” or
“don’t tell your parents”
language

Set boundaries around
private chats and online
contacts

Gifts, credits, or money tied to
private conversations

Where do
kids your age
hear betting

talk these
days?

Have you
ever been

invited into a
private picks

or betting
chat?

What would
make a
betting-

related chat
feel unsafe?

Remind your teen they can
always come to you

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

4. 4.

CONVERSATION STARTERS

If someone
offered you

tips or
access, what

would you
do?

It is who gains access in the spaces around it, 

THE DANGER IS NOT ONLY THE BET.

WWW.HELPJBM.ORG/PARENT-COMMUNITY

Start the conversation before risk starts feeling normal.

https://www.missingkids.org/blog/2020/grooming-in-the-digital-age
https://www.missingkids.org/blog/2020/grooming-in-the-digital-age

	WHEN BETTING SPACES BECOME ACCESS POINTS
	What starts as sports picks, betting advice, or a private chat can quickly become secrecy, pressure, and influence.
	HOW ACCESS HAPPENS
	BELONGING IS THE HOOK. Teens are drawn in by community, acceptance, and feeling included.
	TIPS, PERKS, AND ACCESS “Free tips,” insider picks, or perks can build trust
	PRIVATE CHATS CREATE SECRECY Moving to private apps lowers visibility and increases pressure
	MANIPULATION GETS EASIER Once secrecy feels normal, influence becomes control
	1.
	2.
	3.
	4.

	An older online contact offering tips, wins, or access
	Pressure to move conversations from one app to another
	“Keep this between us” or “don’t tell your parents” language
	Gifts, credits, or money tied to private conversations
	RED FLAGS TO WATCH FOR
	WHAT YOU CAN DO
	1.
	Know the apps, games, and chats your teen uses
	2.

	Keep conversations open and ongoing
	3.

	Set boundaries around private chats and online contacts
	4.

	Remind your teen they can always come to you


	CONVERSATION STARTERS
	Where do kids your age hear betting talk these days?
	Have you ever been invited into a private picks or betting chat?
	What would make a betting-related chat feel unsafe?
	If someone offered you tips or access, what would you do?

	THE DANGER IS NOT ONLY THE BET.
	It is who gains access in the spaces around it,
	Start the conversation before risk starts feeling normal.



